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All but one of the authors of the original Letter have asked us to publish the following retraction:

In our Letter, we reported the synthesis of element 118 in the 208Pb�86Kr, n� reaction based upon the observation of
three decay chains, each consisting of an implanted heavy atom and six sequential high-energy alpha decays, correlated
in time and position. Prompted by the absence of similar decay chains in subsequent experiments [1–4], we (along
with independent experts) reanalyzed the primary data files from our 1999 experiments. Based on these reanalyses, we
conclude that the three reported chains are not in the 1999 data.

We retract our published claim for the synthesis of element 118.
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